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National Center for Youth Law Seeks Co-Counsel to
Draft Amicus Brief

Project Title

National Center for Youth Law Seeks Co-Counsel to Draft Amicus Brief

Scope of Work

We are looking for a team that includes at least one partner to assist with drafting the brief and two
associates. The brief will be written on behalf of unknown organizations serving youth, youth
organizations, and/or law professors and historians.

Timing

NCYL would like the amicus brief to be completed by mid-December.

Jurisdiction

Federal

Contact Information

Please contact Guerby Noel (guerby@lawfirmantiracismalliance.org) if you are interested in taking
on this matter.

Description

More than twenty states have passed classroom censorship laws that seek to
prohibit and inhibit teaching of certain topics, including those related to racial
and gender systemic discrimination. In addition, many school districts have
instituted book bans, arbitrarily adopting extremists' proposals. Students,
teachers, and other plaintiffs impacted by these laws have challenged the
laws asserting various claims, including claims based on Fourteenth
Amendment Equal Protection racial and gender discrimination, Due Process



vagueness, as well as First Amendment free speech overbreadth and
academic freedom, and right to receive information and ideas. As some of the
cases have begun to work their way up to the appellate courts, state
defendants in some of these cases have argued that the government speech
doctrine allows states to restrict the curriculum taught in schools in any
manner they see fit and that students have no right to assert a right to receive
information and ideas when it comes to the curriculum.

The National Center for Youth Law is looking to partner with a pro bono law firm to draft an amicus
brief that will proffer a legal standard to help limit the government speech doctrine in curriculum

cases and protect students' right to receive in the area of curriculum. We have a working_outline of

the brief that provides historical evidence supporting_the importance of public education as a space

where students are entitled to receive an education that is part and parcel to a functioning multiracial

democracy; and legal analysis of court decisions upholding the constitutional rights of students in

public schools. We are also planning on working with at least a couple of law professors with
expertise in the field.
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