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The American Bar Association is supporting Louisiana capital Working Groups
defenders in a project to oppose Louisiana’s anticipated
application for certification under Chapter 154 of Title 28 of the
United States Code. Chapter 154 provides expedited procedures
and limitations on federal habeas review in states that guarantee
death-sentenced prisoners competent counsel and the litigation
resources necessary to develop constitutional claims in state
proceedings, with certification determined by the U.S. Attorney
General. If Louisiana is certified, federal courts will likely be unable
to hear or correct serious claims of constitutional error, including
ineffective assistance of counsel and racial bias in capital cases.
This project reviewed studies done about the number of hours
required to provide competent representation in state post-
conviction proceedings in capital cases.

Criminal Legal

LFAA is not a law firm and does not provide legal services or referrals. The
contents of this resource do not constitute legal advice and the user of this
resource agrees that no attorney-client relationship is being formed between the
user and any person or entity, including LFAA and the lawyers or law firms that
drafted the resource. LFAA makes no representation regarding the accuracy of
any information included in this resource.
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Attachment

LFAA is not a law firm and does not provide legal services or referrals to individuals, legal services organizations or
public interest agencies. If you believe you need a lawyer, please contact your local bar association or go

to www.lawhelp.org.
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