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Societal discrimination is general, pervasive discrimination by Contacts
society at large rather than discrimination that can be attributed to

specific actions by a governmental unit or institution. Attempting Guerby Noel
to correct societal discrimination has historically involved the
government justifying racial preferences as a remedy to such past
discrimination against a minority group. Under the Equal
Protection Clause, however, race-based laws or governmental Other
actions necessitate strict scrutiny review. To pass strict scrutiny, a
government action must be narrowly tailored with a compelling
government interest.

Working Groups

This memorandum explores the use of “societal discrimination” in
Equal Protection jurisprudence and outlines arguments for why
remedying societal discrimination is a compelling state interest
not violating the Equal Protection Clause.

LFAA is not a law firm and does not provide legal services or referrals. The
contents of this resource do not constitute legal advice and the user of this
resource agrees that no attorney-client relationship is being formed between the
user and any person or entity, including LFAA and the lawyers or law firms that
drafted the resource. LFAA makes no representation regarding the accuracy of
any information included in this resource.
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LFAA is not a law firm and does not provide legal services or referrals to individuals, legal services organizations or
public interest agencies. If you believe you need a lawyer, please contact your local bar association or go

to www.lawhelp.org.
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