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This report provides an overview of Presidential discretionary
authority to set refugee quotas and restrict immigration. Congress
granted the President certain discretionary authority to set
refugee quotas and restrict immigration when it “would be
detrimental to the interests of the United States” when it enacted
the Immigration and Nationality Act (“INA”) in 1965. See 8 U.S.C.
8§ 1157, 1182(f). Additionally, the Executive branch, through the
Centers for Disease Control (“CDC"), has discretionary authority to
suspend persons’ entry into the U.S. on public health grounds
under the Public Health Service Act (“PLSA"). See 42 U.S.C. § 265.
This discretionary authority often leads to large variations in
immigration policy and practices between presidents.

LFAA is not a law firm and does not provide legal services or referrals. The
contents of this resource do not constitute legal advice and the user of this
resource agrees that no attorney-client relationship is being formed between the
user and any person or entity, including LFAA and the lawyers or law firms that
drafted the resource. LFAA makes no representation regarding the accuracy of
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LFAA is not a law firm and does not provide legal services or referrals to individuals, legal services organizations or

public interest agencies. If you believe you need a lawyer, please contact your local bar association or go
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