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In “White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack,” Peggy McIntosh explores the concept of white

privilege, which she defines as an invisible package of unearned assets that white people can count

on each day but are taught to remain oblivious to. McIntosh discusses how men often deny their

privilege, similar to how white people are taught not to recognize their own. Through her work in

Women’s Studies, she has observed the interlocking hierarchies of privilege and has created a list of

everyday experiences that reflect her white privilege. These include the ability to be around people of

her race most of the time, to find housing in desirable areas, to feel represented in media and culture,

and to not have her financial reliability questioned due to her skin color.

LFAA is not a law firm and does not provide legal services or referrals.  The contents of this resource do not constitute legal

advice and the user of this resource agrees that no attorney-client relationship is being formed between the user and any

person or entity, including LFAA and the lawyers or law firms that drafted the resource.  LFAA makes no representation

regarding the accuracy of any information included in this resource.
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LFAA is not a law firm and does not provide legal services or referrals to individuals, legal services organizations or

public interest agencies. If you believe you need a lawyer, please contact your local bar association or go

to www.lawhelp.org.
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